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Paul is a partner in the Resources, Infrastructure and Native Title team at MacDonnells.

Paul has extensive experience in significant corporate and commercial transactions and in development and acquisition of major projects with particular emphasis on energy and resources.

Areas of Practice
· Energy and Resources

· Infrastructure Projects

· Acquisitions, sales, fundraising and restructuring

· Negotiating and drafting keystone documents

Experience

Significant projects include:

Goonyella Coal Supply Chain

Acted for the right major coal exporting companies in Queensland and advised in relation to rail and port transportation issues.  Advice included preparing application to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission in relation to proposed capacity management system to overcome constraints in the rail and port network, advice in relation to legislation and agreements relevant to rail and port access and advice in relation to shipping and shipping queues off Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal.

The National Titanium Dioxide Company (Saudi Arabia)

Advised on 2008 all cash successful takeover offer for publicly listed Bemax Resources Limited ($301.5 million); Work included due diligence and compliance with takeover provisions of Corporations Act.

Geodynamics Limited (ASX:GDY)

Advising on project documents for development of geothermal power station, Cooper Basin including drilling contracts, procurement contracts and regulatory arrangements.

Clermont Coal Mine Joint Venture

Advised joint venture in relation to development of Clermont Coal mine including advice in relation to Strategic alliance agreement; Joint venture arrangements; Project development agreement; Market representative agreement; Coal marketing agreements; royalty arrangements; and Rail access agreements.

Milmerran Power Station and Mine Project

Advised Intergen on development and ongoing operation of $1.4 Billion green field coal mouth private power station development including:  negotiating acquisition of mining tenures from Normandy pacific under call option agreement; negotiating with State Government, local Council, land owners and objectors; obtaining mining lease; co-ordinating due diligence including comprehensive environmental process and native title assessment; drafting tender and contract documents for infrastructure works and contracts for major procurements; advising on project management and supervision of contractors; advising on ongoing operational and industry issues.

Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal

Advised successful bidder (Prime/Babcock & Brown) on $600 Million acquisition of long term lease from State of Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal included:  review and advice on Stat tender documents;  advice on and drafting of terminal user agreements with major coal companies and related competition law/access issues;  co-ordinating due diligence including Native Title advice; advice on Operation and maintenance agreement with terminal operator;  drafting tender and construction document for port reclaimer and for procurement;  and advice on rail access arrangements.

Corporate/Capital Raising

Toho Zinc, Co Ltd (Japan)

Advised on proposed $500m merger between CBH Resources Limited (ASX:CBH) and Perilya Limited (ASX:PEM) to create a global top 10 producer of lead and zinc.

Toho/CBH Capital Raising

Advised Toho Zinc on $40m Loan Facility and CBH capital raising through institutional and shareholder offers.

Coal Resources Corporation

Advised on the proposed acquisition 41% interest in the Yarrabee Coal Mine in the Bowen Basin (Qld) and joint venture with Felix Resources Limited ($140m).

Toho inc/CBH Joint Venture

Negotiated and drafted Joint Venture Agreement and Farm in arrangements in relation to RASP mine at Broken Hill.

Panax Geothermal 

Capital raisings and proposed Joint Venture and Farm in arrangements for development of geothermal resources in South Australia and Share Purchase Plan.

Auzex Resources

Advised on $15M capital raising by special placement and Share Purchase Plan.

Republic Gold

Advised on prospectus for rights issue and Joint Venture Arrangements.

Panax Geothermal Limited (ASX:PAX)

Advised on shareholder approved takeover of Panax.  Included negotiation of Share Purchase Agreement, preparation of Project Documents and Option Agreements.

CVC Limited

Acted on investment in Blue Energy Limited (ASX:BUL) ($30m) by way of placement, restructure and underwritten capital raising and subsequent sale of 19.75% equity interest to Stanwell Corporation Limited.

Commercial and Resources

Blackwater Coal Mine

Acted for international corporation in relation to sell down and acquisition of interest in Blackwater Mine including acquisition of joint venture interest and associated companies.

NRG / SA Electricity Privatisation

Review of privatisation legislation and sale agreements and coordinating due diligence of extensive Government data in relation to sale of electricity assets by the State of  South Australia by tender process.

Coal Supply Agreements

Advised major mining house in elation to arrangements for supply of coal to power stations.

Alternate Energy Projects

Drafting agreements for development of alternate energy projects for Private Energy Partners for bio mass and wind farm projects.

Greenhouse Initiatives

Advising Energy clients of provisions of Queensland and Commonwealth legislation relating to greenhouse initiatives.

NRG/State Gas Pipeline

· Advising tenders for acquisition of NRG/State gas pipeline including coordinating due diligence of land tenure, environmental and native title issues

· Reviewing gas transportation agreements and advice on access principles/regulatory regime
Rolleston Rail Project

Advised Queensland Government Rail haulage division in relation to tender for coal haulage services for Rolleston mine project included:

· Drafting coal haulage agreement

· Advice on QCA access principles and access agreement

· Review of agreements for rail construction.

Coal Seam Methane Development

Advised mine owner in relation to development of coal seam methane and negotiated agreements with BHP Billiton for commercialisation and development of csm included advice on transportation agreement and access principles/access arrangements.

Aurukun Bauxite Tender

Advised Rusal (Russian Aluminium) on proposed tender for development of bauxite deposits near Weipa included organising meetings between Russian based clients and State government Ministers, industry figures, power suppliers and merchant bankers.

Gladstone Power Joint Venture

Advised Rusal (Russian Aluminium) in relation to its acquisition of Joint Venture interest in Gladstone Power Station Joint Venture included advice on regulatory regimes as applies to power industry.

Timor Gag

Coordinated due diligence and advice to potential investor in petroleum joint venture in Timor Gap Zone of Economic Cooperation included review of joint venture arrangements, treaty agreement and project documents.

Carpentaria Gas Pipeline

Coordinated advice on agreements with Queensland State government and on land tenure, native title, environmental and Petroleum Act issues for successful bidder for development of the $800M Carpentaria Gas Pipeline. Also included advice on access arrangements with third parties.

MIM Acquisition

Coordinated advice and due diligence of MIM Limited for unsuccessful US based bidder included comprehensive review of all major joint venture arrangements, mining tenures, infrastructure contracts, procurement contracts, native title and environmental matters, industrial relations, financing documents, coal and mineral sale agreements, shipping arrangements.

ENERGEX

Advising ENERGEX and (former) ENERGEX Retail in relation to Electricity Act, regulatory requirements;  distribution agreements, customer supply agreements and procurement contracts.

Water Supply and Pipeline

Advising Prime Infrastructure in negotiation of water supply agreement and construction contract with Queensland government and Sunwater.

Advising Millmerran Power on supply of grey water from Toowoomba Council and construction of pipeline.

Associations

Member Australian Mining and Petroleum Lawyers Association (AMPLA).

Member Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Member Australian Corporate Lawyers Association.

Former Board Member AMPLA (Qld).

Former Secretary of Australia South Africa Business Council (Qld).
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